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	Work Placement Preferences



Name : ___________________________________
Indicating preferences means you have identified what you would like in a perfect world.In the end we will do our best to balance many factors, and expect you to make the most of whatever opportunities you are presented with.

Overview

By completing this form I am indicating I understand that:

 my work preferences are indications of what I would most like to do during my work hours which constitute only about 25% of my overall experience in Ecuador; 

 that the Ecuadorian staff will make an effort to keep my preferences in mind, but that many factors have to be taken into consideration when selecting work placements;

 that work placements should ultimately benefit the community so community interests need to be kept in mind;

 that the work placement is not an end in itself, but rather it is an opportunity to learn by doing and forms an integrated part of living with a host family and residing in a host community;

 that ultimately I am open to undertaking any job that gives me the opportunity to become a living and working member of an Ecuadorian community;
It is imperative that you answer all questions in the clearest and most honest ways possible
A) General work preferences

 Prioritize from # 1 (most desired) to # 9 (least desired) to indicate your preference for the following types of work.  

 No number beside a type of work indicates you definitely do not want to have that type of placement.

 All work placements involve part time hours only (about 4 up to 6 hours).  

 All volunteers will be assigned one work placement. 

 With ideas and support from Ecuadorian staff, or from their own initiative, volunteers may need to and be able to develop complimentary opportunities for work placements that further their interaction with the community.
	#
	Type of work placement
	Time / frequency
	Description / examples

	
	Education (pre-school / day care)
	4-5 hours/day
	· community day care centers caring for and running educational programs for 3-5 year olds (similar to kindergarten)



	
	Education (elementary)
	5 hours/day
	· teaching English (with or without other teacher support)

· teaching assistant to a regular classroom teacher (6-12 year olds)

	
	Education (high school)
	5 hours/day
	· teaching English as an assistant to the English teacher (13-17 year olds)

· sometimes working assigned to several teachers in a rotating schedule

	
	Education (Special Ed.)
	5 hours/day
	· working with mentally and physically challenged children

· assisting the integration of challenged children into regular classes

	
	Family  owned businesses
	varied (part time placement)
	· family store operation requiring development of product vocabulary and knowledge, interaction with clients, money collection, documentation of sales, and potentially accounting.

· local Restaurant

· stationary Store

· other businesses

	
	Health care
	3-5 hours/day
	· assisting with patient admittance and care at a public community health clinic

· greeting patients in Spanish, putting them at ease, taking vital signs, blood pressure, height and weight, documentation for records in Spanish (good Spanish is required)

	
	IT
	6-8 hours/day
	· supporting NGO’s or governmental organizations with their IT projects.

	
	Social work

(no counseling, sophisticated Spanish required)
	3 - 5 hours/day
	· convent – support social support programs (e.g. abused children)

· home for the elderly (facility in Spanish opens opportunities)

· orphanages

· transitory homes for women or children

	
	Others- If you have own wishes
	


B) Other work related information
	Do you have any health conditions / serious allergies that prevent you from performing certain types of work?  If “yes”, please explain.
	

	What I would like to achieve through this volunteer work (explain in point form the two or three most important things you wish to achieve from your work placement(s).
	

	Note five concrete activities you would really like to do as part of your work placement(s)
	

	Additional information that needs to be communicated to help place me is …
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